3-8
9-14
15-19
20 - 22
24 - 26
27

28

The L.B.& S.C.R.
Modellers Digest

Jan

A journal of the Brighton Circle, for those [
model |l ing the ABri gp
gauges. “

s

| Contents

Editorial

Skeims Hill - 7mm scale by Peter Wisdom

Modelling rail built buffer stops by Phil Taylor
Forthcoming releases

Carriages for umber locos

Motorising a rather small 4mm scale loco by Eric Gates
Exhibitions featuring Brighton layouts

Brighton Circle membership details

Copyright of all material included in this Digest remains the property of the respective author ©2015.

uary 2015

Issue O

i B




Editorial

Welcome to the trial edition of LB&SCR Modellers Digest.

The aim of this Digest is to publish material that is of interest to those who model the LB&SCR
(and possibly other pre-grouping companies). Many members of the Brighton Circle have drawn
on the historical research that is published in the Brighton Circular, for the purposes of building
models; this publication is intended to support that community. If this trial is judged to be a worth-
while venture, then subsequent editions might record some more of those models, the techniques
and products that are used to build them and some of the particular challenges that arise in por-
traying the LB&SCR.

It is not entirely a coincidence that this trial edition appears as four new Ready to Run Brigh-
ton locomotive will be available in the near future. Dapol is shortly to add a 7mm scale Terrier to
its range, Bachmann has announced a mixed traffic E4 0-6-2 radial tank engine and an H2 Atlan-
tic (but the latter in Southern Railway condition) and 00 Works will shortly release an I3 express
passenger 4-4-2 tank. Hopefully this will inspire some new modellers to consider the Brighton as
a possible prototype and to look for information to support their work. The Brighton Circle has
conducted a considerable amount of research over many years on the history of the LB&SCR,
which has supported preservationists and modellers alike. If you are interested in modelling the
Brighton, then details of Circle membership are at the end of this Digest.

Eric Gates,

Modelling Steward, the Brighton Circle.
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| crossed over from 00 to O in 1990 with the pur-
chase of a Vulcan Terrier kit, bought on a whim,
with the view that | could resell it if | decided not to
build it. However the kit did get made up, | was
pleased with the result and so started on the road
to 0 gauge; a move | have not regretted.

| started a | ayout i n t

6 O rather big but avoided points on board joints.
Before much track was laid, | moved upstairs to
the ground floor and then again to the first floor.
The first layout was from the first Gauge O Guild
book of | ayouts in ano
feated me as | could never get decent running;
that may have been my stock rather than the lay-
out. So | designed a terminus to fiddle yard layourt,
using a three way point and a double slip to get a
guart into a pint pot.



Trackwork

Plain track was Peco, with home made points, us-
ing C & L chairs on ply sleepers with rivets at stra-
tegic places. Point operation is via an Ambis lever
frame, with piano wire rodding and home made
cranks. Movement is transmitted via a driving bar
as per the Guild Manual Page 2-2-51 fig 2-64. The
points on the board without the lever frame are
driven by H & M point motors and all points have
an associated micro switch for common crossing
pol arity. The ballasting
product that they no longer stock, which has the
appearance of beach ballast, as used by the L.B.&

S. C. R. pre 19000s. I . k
off to the foreshore, if | can find out who owns it, so
that | dondt get my <col |l a

Fiddle yards have varied from traverser to turntable

to cassettes and back to a traverse, as the layout is
back in the cellar, where
cat, let alone a turntable. The latest traverser runs

on three drawer runners with electrical switching
via homemade bolts.




The control panel is minimilist and contains section

- switches and DPDT switches to change control be-

tween the station operator and the fiddle yard op-
erator. Electrics are simple common return.

Buildings

The buildings are all Brighton prototypes with a car-
cass of 5mm foam board clad with Slaters brick
Plastikard, coloured using water soluble coloured
pencils, blended with a barely damp cotton bud
( buy a pack, you will use a lot on a 7mm building).
The signal box was constructed to the appropriate

. % Size for the station and was subsequently entered

for the Ken Leeming Trophy at Guildex and was
awarded second place in a one horse race. The
Station Building is Forest Row, as it is not too large,
however it has a large amount of coloured brick-
work in yellow, black, white and red, as well as
brick coloured; a job | completed over a period of
two years. The goods shed is based on a plan of
Partridge Green, which must be under scale, as the
E1l takes out the girder over the door. The bridge
that hides the fiddle yard entrance is based on pho-
tographs of Leamland bridge at Horsted Keynes
and brick counting.



Rolling Stock

The passenger set consists of Roxey four wheel-
ers in etched brass, plus horse boxes, luggage
vans, a first class saloon and a scratch built car-
riage truck. Also available is a scratch built set of
Craven coaches.

Goods stock is a mix of white metal and plastic
kits, and some scratch builds. | have built a num-
ber of foreign wagons, eg SER & LSWR, to intro-
duce different liveries among the predominant

grey.

The couplings are a modified Sprat and Winkle,
as used by Crawley MRS, which, like most auto
couplings, are not 100%, but nothing in life is per-
fect and | prefer them to the big hand from the sky.



' ~ Locomotives
y. Locomotives are a mix of kits and scratch builds

._ Kits

L @®»  El Strasbourg 0-6-0t Meteor kit (Stroudley version)
N - D1 Withdean  0-4-2t Albion kit

iy E1 Aldrington  0-6-0t Albion kit (Billinton version)

"= Al Beulah 0-6-0t Vulcan kit

Scratch builds
W E3 West Brighton 0-6-2t
. _ Epsom 2-4-0
SRR RERTE Egmont. 2-2-2t
Al Kemptown
Al Earlswood
D3 Shoreham
Manning Wardle small goods
With the exceptions of the last four scratch builds, all
of the above have been expertly painted by Colin
Hayward, who has recently retired - which is good
news for him but not for those of us who need locos

Currently, in some stage of building, are a Craven
well tank, petrol railcar No 4 and, for some time in
the future, two Al etches.



Modelling the L.B.& S.C.R., | would urge anyone
interested in early periods and companies to join
the appropriate society. Apart from joining a body
of like minded enthusiasts the information avail-
able either from archives or through queries can
only extend your knowledge and the authenticity
of your modelling.

| have exhibited Skeims Hill on twelve occasions
and | would like to thank all of those operators who
have worked their way through the schedule,
hopefully without too many derailments.

Finally a thank you to all those traders and manu-
facturers who keep us supplied with kits and bits to
enable us to pursue our hobby, which after some
40 years of modeling, still continues to hold my in-
terest.

© Peter Wisdom 2015



Modelling of LB&SCR Standard Rail  -Built

Buffer Stops in 4mm Scale

Many of the pre-group companies had their own distinctive style of buffer stop (apparently called
0stop blocksd by railway staff), and the Brig
was made from bullhead rail (presumably re-used from worn out running rail), combined with a
wooden beam attached by brackets, with an adjustable cross-rod behind the beam. It appears to
have been in use from a fairly early date (mid/late 19™ century). As far as is known there is no
proprietary kit or Oready to rund model of tl
thenticity and Brighton style to your model, making it worth the effort of scratchbuilding.

| understand that the appended drawing was prepared by the late John Talbot-Jones in 1975 and
was kindly supplied by Barry Luck after an enquiry through the Brighton Circle egroup in 2005.

My 4mm/foot scale models were made by bending lengths of bullhead rail, which were then sol-
dered together in a simple jig. The brackets, cross-rod and bolt heads were added, followed by
the beam. The construction can be better understood by referring to the drawing and pictures,
while the design appears in many historic photographs. Indeed it is still possible to see many of
these buffer stops all over the Brighton system to this day. See the following photographic se-
guence for more details.



© John Talbot-Jones 1975



