
   

  

       

 

             

                           

                      

 

The L.B.& S.C.R. The L.B.& S.C.R.   

Modellersõ DigestModellersõ Digest  

Issue  12  

Christmas 2020 

Copyright of all material included in this Digest remains the property of the respective author ©2020. 

Contents on page 2 

A journal of the Brighton Circle, for those 
modelling the ñBrightonò in all scales and 

gauges. 

 



 2 

  

Contents   Page 

7mm Scale Outdoors Richard Barton 6 

Civil Engineering in the Garden Mike Cruttenden 12 

The Blackbury Line  Craig Owen 20 

Railmotor  Peter Wisdom 33 

Hadlow Cross - a work in progress John Ritter 35 

Littlehampton in 7mm FineScale Arch Overbury 43 

A goods lock up Paul Rhodes 56 

Hattonsô Genesis Carriages Nick Holliday 66 

Seaford Ian White  90  

A Driverôs Eye View of Ferring Michael Ball 101 

LB&SCR Travelling Hand Crane No.19 - The Crew's Riding Van  Colin Paul 115 

I Tanks Gerry Bixley 148 

A 7mm scale Dapol Terrier Colin Hayward 155 

A Craven Train in 4mm Gary Kemp 158 



 3 

  

Lewes in P4 - part 1 Rod Cameron 167 

Brighton Train Simulation John Whelan 189 

A Scratchbuilt Hayling Island Richard Barton 197 

Virtual Blatchington 3  201  

VB3 - Umber Locos for Plumpton Green Barry Luck  202 

VB3 - Signalling for Littlehampton Marine Mike Waldron 211 

VB3 - 4 S Scale Locos in 1912 Umber Livery Mike Watts 212 

VB3 - Lewes 1886 - 2mm scale trackwork Dave Searle 222 

VB3 - Photograph Andrew Jones 230 

VB3 - No 170 - a Craven scratchbuild Eric Gates 231 

VB3 - Another bit of Brighton Alan Budgen 251 

A óModern Imageô Brighton Loco Collection Tony Teague 252 

Rails Terrier Review - an addendum James Hilsdon 258 

New Releases  265 

  281 



 4 

  

 

First, it is appropriate to welcome the new Chairman of the Brighton Circle, Dave Searle, who was 
elected in a ñvirtual AGMò.  In the article entitled Lewes 1886, Dave describes the construction of 
the station throat at Lewes in 2mm FS. Thanks also to Mike Cruttenden, who has been the long 
standing Chairman of the Circle and who has established it as the authoritative historical society 
for all things Brighton. Mikeôs series on his garden railway continues with some new civil           
engineering and we look forward to further developments. 

Lockdown, combined with some beautiful weather which is now a distant memory, has resulted in 
three items on garden railways. And the Brighton Circleôs online meetings, also stimulated by 
lockdown, have generated a series of articles, which are grouped under the collective title Virtual 
Blatchington 3. These articles document the projects described in the Zoom sessions, which are 
likely to become a regular event for Circle members.  

The pre-grouping period becomes ever more accessible to modellers with a string of new RTR  
releases, including new editions of the Terrier and the H class Atlantics. Nick Hollidayôs article on 
Hattonsô Genesis 4 and 6 wheeled carriages suggests that they may not be quite as generic as 
they claim! 

There is lots more great modelling, which I hope will be of interest to all modellers and not just 
those following the LB&SCR. 

Eric Gates  

Modelling Steward, The Brighton Circle  

ericgates1310@gmail.com 

 Editorial  

Return to contents page 

mailto:ericgates1310@gmail.com
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After many years as Chairman of the Brighton Circle, Mike Cruttenden has decided to stand 
down.  The L.B.& S.C.R. had a tradition of naming locos after its distinguished senior officers, so, 
in recognition of Mikeôs considerable contribution to the development of the Circle, this seemed 
appropriate........ 

Pictures of Mikeôs own garden railway follow. 
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7mm Scale Outdoors  

By Richard Barton  

D1 piloting the D2 on the viaduct on Alan Brackenborough's garden railway. This clearly shows 
the close relationship between the D1 and its tender sibling. I have always thought the D2 a very 
attractive and well balanced design. What a pity the D2s had such a relatively short life, whereas I 
am old enough - just - to remember the last D1 at Brighton after withdrawal.  
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Billinton D3 No 365 "Victoria" was built and painted by me from a Meteor Models kit. The 
numberplates and the lining transfers (with the green borders corrected) were from Guilplates and 
the name transfers courtesy of Ian White. This is my only non-Stroudley locomotive and was built 
in memory of a much-loved cousin. 
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Stroudley C2 "Jumbo" No 423. This belonged to Roger Cornwell but the builder and painter are 
unknown. The photograph highlighted an error, which I hadn't previously noticed. The additional 
red lining indicates that 423 was Westinghouse fitted, confirmed in Bradley Volume 1. The 
missing pipes were quickly added! The Jumbo was a favourite design but I could never persuade 
Peter Korrison to build one for Fittleworth! 
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Stroudley D2 No 313 "Paris" was also acquired from the estate of the late Roger Cornwell. It was 
built and painted for him by Colin Hayward. "Paris" was regularly used on the Grand Vitesse 
trains to Newhaven Harbour. Though many years later I could see the boat trains from our house 
in Burgess Hill, pulled for many years by Brighton Atlantics. 



 10 

  

Stroudley D1 No 240 "Ditchling" was built also from a Meteor Models kit, with details from 
Guilplates and Ian White. I used Precision Paint's  matt IEG: in the past the recommendation was 
to use matt or semi-matt paint but the silvering under the name transfers show the unfortunate 
result. In spite of adding another layer of IEG round each letter with a 000 brush, the silvering is 
still obvious in certain lights. I fear the only solution is to repaint the tank sides but luckily Ian 
White supplied an extra pair of transfers. Not wishing to throw away my stock of matt IEG for later 
locomotives I have brush painted gloss varnish over the area of the name before applying the 
transfers. Problem solved. Where possible I like to have a story behind each locomotive and my 
first school was in Ditchling. 
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Photographs copyright David Thomas Return to index 
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Civil Engineering in the Garden  

By Mike Cruttenden  

The control cabin showing the door, glazing and the tradesmanôs entrance, which allows direct 
unloading from cars in the street into the ógardenô: a great help when carrying boxes of rolling 
stock. The door is round topped, in keeping with the 1860s style. The valence is now in Brighton 
colours, although painting is incomplete. I have made no attempt to reproduce windows of the 
period as life is too short! 

During lockdown, there has been 
some significant construction work at 
Ashcombe Down. The following 
photos illustrate these projects. 
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Right 

The interior of the control cabin, showing the door, floor 
and tip up seating, control covers and top silver box 
which houses the CCTV screen. The layout is too large to 
see the ends, so CCTV is a must for the more nervous 
members of the group, who are not used to having their 
trains disappear from sight! 

Front view; painting in Brighton colours still incomplete. The foundations for a second cabin are 
now being built but are more complicated because of the site. It should be completed in 2021. 
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View showing the relative positions of the shed and water tower. A planked top turntable is under 
construction. Long Acre bank up and down mainlines are at the front of the picture. 
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The water tower in undercoat/primer/
sealer, awaiting brick papering. The doors, 
windows and the ornamental ironwork on 
the sides of the tank are all laser cut wood 
ï still to be fitted. The tunnel mouth in the 
background is on the single line Somerfield 
branch.  

The locomotive headshunt has been 
lengthened to make room for the water 
tower, pump house and boiler room. This 
view shows them structurally complete but 
not yet detailed. All the buildings are 
robustly built but are not intended to be left 
out all year ï only when a running session 
is due. They will be OK if caught out in a 
shower and are damp proofed but not 
water proofed. All buildings have laser cut 
windows, doors and ornamentation. 
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The engine shed in primer/sealer and with 
windows fitted. The new coaling stage is 
also shown. The tunnel mouth in the 
background is on the Somerfield branch, 
passing under Sandy Hill. In the middle of 
the picture, the up and down main lines 
climb Long Acre bank, which is a scale half 
mile at 1 in 40, starting on a reverse curve, 
providing a challenge for  any model. 

The coaling stage ï with a delivery due 
shortly. 
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Laser cut wooden windows for the engine 
shed, awaiting spray painting. 

2 road engine shed, structurally complete, 
but unprimed and with doors, windows and 
vents still to be fitted. 



 18 

  

Engine shed front view. All doors, windows, 
vents, etc., are completed, only awaiting 
fitting as soon as the brickpapering has 
been completed. The pipe contains CCTV 
cables and mains power to the new central 
control station, which will control the shed 
and carriage sidings separately from the 
main running lines. This will allow social 
distancing to be observed. 

Two road engine shed, from the rear, 
structurally complete. The smoke vent 
tops remain to be added when 
everything else is complete as they are 
too delicate to attach at this stage. 
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Return to index Photographs copyright Mike Cruttenden 

The millerôs view of Anscombe Road viaduct under refurbishment. There are six spans, built from 
concrete uprights with wooden tops. It is built from some 800 feet of timber, all glued and screwed 
together; I must have been mad! 
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The Blackbury Line  

By Craig Owen  
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Back in April 2020 - at the start of the COVID outbreak - British Railway Modelling (BRM) 
magazine held their first óVirtual Model Railway Exhibitionô, featuring a number of model railways 
that would otherwise not normally make it on to exhibition circuits. One colourful contribution 
that caught the eye of LBSC Digest members and 'virtual visitorsô alike, was the ñBlackbury Line ò 
- a 00 gauge garden railway based in South Wales - with a running session of LBSC stock.  

My model collection is quite an eclectic mix, featuring stock from all eras and regions - with a mix 
of Ready to Run stock, and second hand/kit built models acquired through exhibitions and swap 
meets.  

The running session (and images) feature: 

Bachmann H1 4-4-2 Atlantic 39 ñLa Franceò in Marsh Umber  

Bachmann 0-6-2T E4 no. 579 in Marsh Umber (which Iôm hoping to redecal 
as ñRoehamptonò as soon as I can find suitable transfers) 

Hornby A1 Terrier 0-6-0T no 55 ñStepneyò in Stroudley Ochre, lightly weathered  

Dapol / Rails of Sheffield A1 Terrier 0-6-0T no 643 in Umber (ex ñGipsyhill") 

E5 0-6-2T 401 ñWoldinghamò in Stroudley Ochre - beautifully constructed and painted kit 
(acquired at Penarth Model Railway Exhibition - one of my most exciting show acquisitions!)  

I3 4-4-2T no. 2023 in Southern Olive Green, kit built 

L Baltic 4-6-4T no 333 ñRemembrance" in Southern Olive Green, kit built     

E5 0-6-2T no 2589 in Southern black, kit built (ex ñAmbershamò) 

D1 0-4-2T no. 2226 in Southern Olive Green, kit built (ex ñWesthamò) 

Hornby 5BEL ñBrighton Belleò Pullman Electric Multiple Unit    

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LB&SCR_H1_class
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LB&SCR_E4_class
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LB&SCR_A1_class
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LB&SCR_A1_class
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LB&SCR_E5_class
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LB&SCR_I3_class
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LB&SCR_L_class
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LB&SCR_E5_class
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_LB&SCR_D1_class_locomotives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brighton_Belle
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You can see more by visiting Youtube.com and searching for ôThe Blackbury Lineô (featuring clips 
of many different running sessions on the garden railway); or enjoy a ñBevvy of Brighton 

Beautiesò from April at: https://youtu.be/agKMDrqAmV4 (clip = 8 minutes) 

The Blackbury Garden Railway can also be viewed via Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/
blackburyline/ . 

  

The Atlantic-headed ôSouthern Belleô in full flight across Blackbury's Viaduct is quite a sight to 
behold among the spring flowers! Bachmannôs H1 Atlantic ñLa Franceò heads a rake of 12-
wheeled matchboard-sided Pullmans. 

http://youtube.com/BlackburyLine
https://youtu.be/agKMDrqAmV4
https://www.facebook.com/blackburyline/
https://www.facebook.com/blackburyline/
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The Blackbury Lineôs Story 

Having had a mild obsession with model railways since childhood, I decided to finally óbite the 
bulletô and build one shortly after turning 30 (in 2006). Iôd always admired the sense of space that 
surrounds garden railways - the scope for wide, sweeping curves; long trains disappearing into 
the distance, and multiple movements threading through a landscape. And when I weighed up the 
work involved with creating (and wiring) a detailed 12x6 model railway in my garden 
shed, compared to pinning a circuit of track to some planksé The garden railway option actually 
seemed a pretty good one to go for! 

Southern Belle flying high over Blackburyôs Viaduct. 
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The Blackbury Line - named, very originally, after the fruit laden hedgerow it follows down the side 
of my orchard - has evolved since its initial óopening dayô in 2007. Perhaps the key lesson has 
been the classic, ñKeep It Simpleò - the garden railway always ends up working best, and running 
sessions being most enjoyable, when track work, points, wiring etc are all fairly straightforward. 
Iôve tried various experiments with making it more interesting - adding junctions, return loops, 
flyovers, shunting / marshalling yardsé but have found the ideas often initially look 
lovely, then end up generating a lot of running problems (usually in the form of recurring 
derailments, or poor electrics)! 

The Southern Belle headed by ñLa Franceò passes an E4 on a local passenger at the head of the 
orchard loop  
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Operation  
Operationally, although the layout appears quite involved, itôs actually just 2 main lines in a ódog 
boneô formation - with one 'pointô off each leading in to a station throat. To the RH of the junction / 
throat, a marshalling yard (of 5 roads) holds inbound and outbound stock; and to the LH of the 
junction, 4 ôshed loopsô hold locos for each running session. The main line extends to nearly 5 
scale miles, a 4-track óracing lineô with 2 dumbbell loops at either end. The wiring is 
almost embarrassingly simple: a normal Gaugemaster dual controller, with one feed to each main 
line track, backed up by a ódropper wireô to 3 other points on the circuit. This helps boost electrical 
conductivity a little (eg if thereôs poor connection) - but in practice, I usually find that a good clean 
(with fine grade sandpaper), and ôtweaking the fishplatesô with tweezers at the start of each 
running session, usually resolves most issues. The track is all Peco Nickel Silver (mostly 
Code75), pinned to a 
base of ordinary 
buildersô scaffolding 
planks covered with 
roofing felt, which 
gives a 
pleasing óballastô-like 
finish.  

The Racing Line! 
Two trains return 
from the woodland 
loop onto the 4 
track ómainline 
sectionô.  
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One of the things I love about running sessions on Blackbury is the sense of very 
different ôsceneriesô between each of the sections: the viaduct, the box cutting, the sweeping 
return loop, the woodland bank, the ôSô junction among the bluebells. Thereôs a real sense of the 
trains ógoing somewhereô; and the environment / background is always changing with the 
seasons. 

Blackbury Station throat with the ôSouth Coast setô stabled for a running session  
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Dr Beechingôs Orders...  

Unfortunately, many good things come to an endé and Iôm sorry to say that by the time you read 
this, the Blackbury Line will be no more! Over 2020, weôve been in the process of preparing to 
move house, and in November I finally had to face up to my inner ñDoctor Beechingò - with the 
lifting of the tracks.  

Though it felt deeply disturbing to óliftô 13 years of work (and joy!) in just 3 hours, Iôm relieved to 
say that ñshe is not dead, yet sleepethò. As we settle in to our new home in Herefordshire, the line 
for the next garden railway has already been surveyed in detail - and come next Spring, I look 
forward to hopefully unveiling the óchild of Blackburyô! Maybe with another LBSCR running 
session to mark the occasion? 

In the meantime, I do hope LBSC Digest members enjoy the riot of Ochres, Olives, Umbers and 
Creams among the bright spring greens: a splash of colour amidst the deep mid-winter to look 
forward to 2021. Happy New Year ! 

Bluebell Junction, with an E4 leading a local coming off the woodland bank route  
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A study in Brighton beauty: H1 ñLa Franceò and E5 ñWoldingham" 
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Improved Engine Green in evening sunshine 



 30 

  

 

Terrier in Umber (Dapol / Rails of Sheffield version)  
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ñRemembranceò and the I3 in Southern Olive   
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Return to index Photographs copyright Craig Owen 
 

Blackbury station throat 
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Railmotor No 2  

By Peter Wisdom  



 34 

  

Construction of this project was spread over about 2 years. I used 1İò to 12ò plans for the 
locomotive and drew up plans for the coach from a side view. The coach roof is the third attempt 
to get the profile correct. 

Painted by Colin Hayward, 

Fittings were turned up by the late Ian Dawson and coach seating is by MSC. Unable to run on 
my layout as the steps are rather prominent so, rather than rebuild the platform, the model now 
resides in the Museum at Sheffield Park. Bluebell Railway. 

The garden layout was Dennis Tilmans' in Fareham. 

Return to index 

Photographs copyright Peter Wisdom 

Return to index 
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Hadlow Cross - a work in progress  

By John Ritter  

Hadlow Cross (HX) is a fictitious station on a 7mm scale layout built to S7 standards. It aims to 
portray a representative Myres designed station on the high Weald section of the old Cuckoo line 
on the Sussex-Kent border, on a nostalgic Indian summerôs day some time in the 1890s (lots of 
windows are open!) Hadlow is an ancient enduring name in the vicinity of Heathfield, while Cross 
was taken up by villages along the path taken by the Archbishop of Canterbury en route to 
Winchester. 

It occupies an area 2m x 10m of a line running around a utility room and through holes in the wall 
into a loft containing return loops and storage sidings. It sits on an open frame structure, with 
óground levelô set at my chin height for realistic viewing. The concept follows Barry Normanôs 
classic layout Petherick: a railway embedded in the landscape with the passenger platforms 
remote from the foreground. Numerous visits to UK since 1977 have afforded me ample 
opportunity to explore the remains of the hilly, winding Cuckoo line in a landscape that greatly 
appeals to me. Fellow modellers in Melbourne advised me early-on to build double track, to add 
to the interest when shunting is less so. By a coincidence, the LB&SCR also made provision for 
future doubling of the single track, though it never eventuated. Curves and gradients on the 
scenic section are near to scale: curves of 15-20 chains radius and gradients 1 in 60 to 1 in 40, all 
transitional, correctly canted and gauge widened. 
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Photo 1.  

Entering HX from the south. Track is all hand built, with all-over ballast of sieved buildersô packing 
sand, representing shingle and gravel. Buildings are Kirtley/Ritter. The timber platform end is to 
reduce pressure on landfill subsoil. The maroon and off-white goods lock-up is a later installation 
from the 1890s. Tooth picks mark the location of future platform lamps. Approaching is D1 tank 
283 Aldgate (ex Battersea) steadying a set of Billinton 6-wheel carriages down the gradient from 
the Mayfield sandstone ridge. 
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Photo 2. On the 15 chain curve through the station, with the main North signal box and running-in 
board directly in view. The winding nature of the Cuckoo line is clearly evident, as is the original 
1882 buff and red-brown livery and still pristine pargetting; also the railings around the subway 
stairs opposite the portersô crossings, a lone vintage Hornby O gauge porter, and the staffôs 
glorious display of chrysanthemums in the platform garden bed. 
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Photo 3. The down train for Polegate and Eastbourne. The white gate provides platform access 
from the unfinished goods yard; this configuration is not standard Brighton practice but it gets me 
out of a jam. The Billinton carriage set was made from MSC kits by Colin Paul and painted by 
Colin Hayward.  
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Photo 4. A classic Myres design, identical to that at Horam (south of Heathfield) and similar to 
Sheffield Park as originally built. This model was built by Peter Smith, and further worked on, 
detailed, and weathered by yours truly. The ubiquitous orange-red of bricks and tiles on the 
buildings and platform walls reflects the proximity of numerous brickfields along the Cuckoo line. 
The colours are matched to fragments of old bricks and tiles scrounged from around Old 
Heathfield. Canopy pillars are built up from brass square sections, and dangle freely from their 
upper attachments so staying vertical. 
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Photo 5.  

North signal box is a Saxby and 
Farmer No.1 special, 
architecturally designed to 
harmonise with Myresô station 
buildings and with machinery 
fitted out by S&F whose ócast 
ironô makerôs plate (from Peter 
Wisdom) sits centrally below the 
box nameplate. The sliding 
windows are triple layers of brass 
etch sandwiching 5 thou thick 
glass to make up scale thickness. 
Framing of the wood panelling is 
pre-painted styrene strip. A full 
compliment of point rod cranks 
and signal wire pulleys occupy 
the locking room aperture. 
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Photo 6. Terrier No.78 Hailsham is in its home territory. Superstructure is a Vulcan kit, painted by 
Alan Brackenborough and weathered by Martin Welch, while the chassis is scratch built, with an 
ABC mechanism, and sprung. The running-in board copies that at Barcombe c.1904, with cut-out 
letters (amenable to 3-d printing) and clearly not a black background; too modern, but I like it. 
Trees in the background are from Germany, purported to be forest oaks, and are part of a 
compromise: too many mature trees (these, elms, ash and Scots pines) for an area almost 
denuded by charcoal burning, then the railway navvies, on top of normal rural consumption.  
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D1 tank Aldgate, shown in photo 3, is my first attempt at scratch building, started on my 18
th
 

birthday. When almost complete, and with many discarded items along the way, I decided to go 
exact scale, so wheels were reprofiled and axles were remade for 33mm gauge. Painted by 
Gamagesô professional man, long ago. Back in 1973 this was pioneering Scale 7, shared with 
Richard Davidson of early wagon modelling fame. More recently I made a pair of overlay frames 
to achieve the correct 1 inch gap behind a set of Alan Harris wheels, much nicer than my slightly 
daggy efforts with their hand-cut spokes. It has a robust gearbox machined from solid, ball races 
throughout, and an MSC JH motor. My locomotives are controlled by a Pentroller and/or a 
Pictroller (of Pendon fame). I find their characteristic to maintain a nearly constant speed is very 
handy on a hilly layout. 

With the station layout, a departure from the standard Cuckoo line formula was imposed by the 
railway room configuration, but I have tried to comply with the Brightonôs norms as far as possible 
and where it suits me. Similarly, buildings and structures are closely matched to Myresô style in 
original 1882 condition with buff and red-brown livery, and decorative pargetted plaster (before it 
was covered over by hung tiles less than 10 years later). 

Locomotives and rolling stock also belong to a stretchy time frame, centred on the Stroudley era, 
but extending to the ultra modern 20

th
 century. 

My glacial pace of construction and acquisition means much remains to be done, but the 
preceding photos give an idea of the image of the Brighton I am trying to achieve. 

Photographs copyright John Ritter Return to index 
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Littlehampton in 7mm Finescale  

By Arch Overbury  
The emphasis of the layout is on operation. The operating team usually shunts at both 
Littlehampton and Petworth, exchanging goods trains between them. They will occasionally run 
passenger trains out of the storage loops, do a few laps of the middle section and then run up to 
Littlehampton for a loco change. The reverse move is then carried out later. There are 2 storage 
sidings for the motor trains each side of the 
line that goes across the shed into the main 
storage loops and, when we remember, a 
motor train is run up to Littlehampton via 
Petworth/Selham. I have done a timetable 
based on the real timetable but, so far, we 
have not run managed to run to it! It is only 
for the last year that there has been 
sufficient stock and the group has not met 
since March. 

Top is the diagram of the middle level 
station based on Petworth. 

Below is the diagram of the lowest level, 
which provides the storage loops.  
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Diagram of Littlehampton terminus, which forms the top layer of the layout, located above the 
sections shown in the diagram on the previous page. 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































