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Editorial

Thanks again to all the contributors who have provided articles ranging from gauge 3 to 4mm
scale. There is a strong rumour that there is a new 2mm scale project under development which
may also generate some future features. New contributors are always welcome as the whole
point of the Digest is to celebrate the wide range of modelling of LB&SCR prototypes and the
possibilities that exist for pre-grouping modelling.

The Brighton Circle modellers meeting took place at Blatchington in March and provided an
opportunity for Brighton modellers to get together. There is a short article by lan MacCormac and
some photos.

Thanks also for all the votes in the British Model Railway awards 2016 poll for the LB&SCR
Model |l ersd Digest Iin the Website of the Year
the time that the poll was taken), there were so many votes against such illustrious competition.

Eric Gates

Modelling Steward, The Brighton Circle
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LB&SCR Modelling in S Scale - Part 1

By Mike Watts

It all started just over 20 years ago when a jointly-owned and run EM layout was withdrawn from

the local exhibition circuit here in Ontario, Canada. | had been modelling mostly Southern using

the then-prevalent kits, mostly based on SR Western Section prototypes. My friend had decided

to move into Gauge 1 (1:32) |live st eanrnaend (sla
that is, S scale. It intrigued me and | had previously formed a friendship with Norman Pattenden of
the SW Circle, who was an S Scale Society officer.

| had been born and brought up Mitcham, Surrey and thought that a joint LSW/LBSC line based
on Mitcham might be something to work on. Well, the LSWR aspect of it almost died off and much
of my S scale focus since then has been LB&SCR. | decided to create a layout for exhibition
purposes and so the Wandle Valley Railway was born. It toured the exhibition circuit here in
southern Ontario for about 8 years until it was withdrawn and broken up around 2005. It featured
in British Railway Modelling September 2000 edition as part of a feature on our local Great British
Train Show.

S scale is a omodellers scaled and very | ittl
personally modelled in S scale, supported us with a large range of wheel sets, mostly directed
towards LMS prototypes. The new owners of his business still offer limited support and custom
scaled etchings are available from several sources, including Bill Bedford.



Terrier No. 65 Tooting
It was my desire to build a Terrier that was instrumental in starting it all. Having had 25 to 30 years
experience in kit-building (and kit bashing!), scratch-building Tooting presented very few
problems. Originally | had intended to model ¢.1875, so it had to be an Al, not an A1X. As with all
my original locomotives, | used P4 wheels, if S scale ones were unavailable, and Tooting ran as
such for many years. But after 5 years or so | switched to using fine scale 4mm wheels which this
and other locomotives now have. Tooting has done many miles, but a few years ago a bit of a

; hard knock damaged one
of its wheels so it moves
with a slight wobble.
When | can find time in
t he 6 s ho pbegel
it.
In addition, | moved my
modelling date to ¢.1883,
so Tooting and most other
locomotives needed
Westinghouse pumps,
which they now have!
o "Nowadays | have strayed
: -- 0: into the 20™ century with
ﬁmy modelllng efforts but

' even though the prototype
suffered an early demise.



D1 No. 33 Mitcham .

Of course for a small F o
LBSCR layout | had
to have a D1 and
logically it had to be
no. 33 Mitcham. As
with no. 65 it has
always been a
reliable performer
and has gone
through the changes &
of wheels and :’ :
addition of PRSh
Westinghouse pump. [Ng A
Other than that, its (Al g =
history has been AR '
much the same as

the others, but
without the damaged "% g2 « IS
wheel s. | t i s now-tmya idnebs il goncaotneodt i ovneo,t opru s
trailer, modelled on the one in the well-known photo of such a train leaving Mitcham for
Wimbledon at the turn of the century (the previous one!). As with no. 65, it is doubtful whether no.
33 ever ran on the Wimbledon-West Croydon stretch and in fact no. 65 was an Eastbourne

engine for many years.
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E1 No. 99
Bordeaux
One has to have an '
E1 for goods traffic
and, as one of my
favourite wines is a
Bordeaux, no.99 it
had to be. Of all my ™.
S scale locos this is

Y

the good old o thte LN
standby, very R
reliable, locomotive. . ~=s, ~ %

All new trackwork is
tested with no. 99
initially and it is a
sort of personal
favourite. If ever
there are problems, .
| et 6s get Photos copyright Mike Watts LN
to see what is the o

problem. Of course after 20 years of intensive use it is looking a bit scruffy, but then | am sure that
in real life E1s were the work horses of the railway. | feel it is quite remarkable that Stroudley
designed such a locomotive that could function as originally intended some 90 years later

~—
- i -
) - e

%3 Return to Contents 5

In the next part (2), | will introduce a few more of my LBSCR S scale locomotives: the Craven/
Stroudley 0-4-2T no. 373, the D3 no. 365 and the E4 no. 464.



Langstone Pier

By Peter Smith

My new O gauge | ayout OLangstone Pierd has p
found myself with spare time following the <c
the four scenic boards, which is enough to photograph to give an idea of how the finished layout
will look.

The idea behind the layout is that, instead of building the bridge at Langstone on the Hayling
branch, a pier was constructed which connected the trains with a ferry and coastal steamers. The
inspiration was Queenborough and Port Victoria on the SECR, but the main thinking behind it
was simply to be able to build another 0 ga
f

g
woul dndét | ook Jjust I i ke Saltdean, and hope I

u
u

| 6ve enjoyed building it because it has chall
building the pier itself which is in effect an elevated baseboard. Itis all built using stripwood glued
together and the finished structure is very strong. Because the underneath of the pier is in full
view | thought that | couldndét hang point mot
are quite small and they can barely be seen. The points are changed from the DCC hand held
controller, and | switch the frog polarity automatically using Frogjuicers.



Beyond the pier the layout is pretty conventional; all the track other than the slip is C&L with the
points made up from their components...they look much better than Peco, but | know my
| T mitations so a Peco double slip was wused, w

The fourth board will have a turntable, so when a passenger train arrives the loco will uncouple
and stand at the end of the pier as a new loco runs onto the train and takes it out. The engine that
brought the train in will then run back to the turntable for servicing and wait for the next arrival; in
that way there are lots of light engine movements and no train goes out with the engine that
brought it in. Freight is a bit limited, but along the front will be a line along the top of the stone wall
serving a wharf which will be perfect for the Terriers to potter about on. The last board will have
some ramshackle warehouses to try to create the sort of scene that Dickens would appreciate. A
Jumbo or E1 will bring the freight trains in, and the Terrier will collect the wagons, allowing the
larger engine to be turned ready for the next departure. The wharf branch is a bit of homage to
Newhaven, though nothing I|Ii ke it scenically.
suggest a real railway backwater.

The | ayout wil/l appear in public for the firs
time to finish i1t off. | 6ve got too many engi
doesndét hurt to have plenty of spares at exhi
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Photographs copyright Peter Smith




Oak Hill (or The Brighton on a Budget)
By Gary Kemp




OCak Hill i1is a 1306 ©b
with the fiddle yard set at the rear of one

end. | t started | if
branch |1 ne ter minu
Stepso, was built L

Railway Clubinthemid-1 99 006 s a
exhibited by them between 1996 and
1999. (If anyone has any pictures of the
layout during this time, | would be very
interested to see them). Once it was
retired, it was sold on to one of the club
members, who made some alterations,
including changing the layout to a
through station. However, the layout
ended up in storage in a garage for 12
years and it was after this that the layout
came into my possession.

Once the layout was mine, | knew |
needed to change it, as | have no
interest in modelling the GWR. My
previous layout had been completely
fictional based nowhere, with a made up
company, and | felt that, with this one, it
would be nice to try to model something
more realistic. As | have always had a



strong interest in local history, there was only really one option for the company to model,
therefore | decided that | would use it as the basis for an LB&SCR layout. As | had got the layout
for free, | wanted to attempt to do this for as little money as possible, using, as far as possible,
what | already had and older R-T-R stock that could be acquired for very little on eBay. This has
led to a C2 made from a Tri-ang 3F, a B1 made from a Tri-ang M7 and a static T9 from the Great
British Locomotives magazine.

TRACKWORK

The track work on the layout is Peco code 100 and all the point work is insulfrog. This is not what
| would use if | were to make a layout from scratch, however, | was not willing to rip up all the
track and start again with
what was basically a ready
running layout. | have made
very few alterations to the
track, with only a couple of
sidings extended and a
section of the fiddle yard
removed and made scenic.
The layout has been
converted to DCC control and
was fully re-wired when | got
it, with droppers on every
piece of track. | find with DCC
that using the fishplates to
conduct electricity can cause




issues down the line, as they start to degrade. The points all have H&M motors, which came with
the layout and, with a bit of oiling, all still work! These have been wired up with Gaugemaster
accessory decoders for DCC control.

BUILDINGS -
Where
possible | =
have used N\N\
commercially
available kits
for the
buildings.
This includes £
a Wills X
engine shed
and Wills
goods store.
Other
buildings
have been
scratch built
to keep costs
down. These include the station building (based on Hellingly), the stable (a smaller version of the
one at Groombridge), the water tower (based on Heathfield), and the coaling stage; this is a
freelance design and utilises a Hornby Dublo water crane with small modification to make it look
more like a Brighton water crane.

-

—
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ROLLING STOCK

A surprising large
amount of the rolling
stock on Oak Hill is
ready-to-run with very
little modification. For
example there is a rake
of Stroudley 4-wheel
carriages which are
commercial items from
Bachmann US
Thomas and Friends
range (red coach and
red brake coach). | have
also used cattle vans
originally from Mainline
which are a close match
for LB&SCR vans.

Private owner wagons on the layout are the new Oxford Diecast 4 plank NBR wagons. These are
run with just a repaint into Private owner livery.

Some of the other vehicles are old ready-to-run items, modified slightly to make them more
representative of LB&SCR stock. Some good examples of this are a Tri-ang brake van and a Tri-
ang covered goods wagon, both of which make good representations of Brighton stock. Although
the brake van is quite under length, this could easily be sorted with more work.
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LOCOMOTIVES

The Locomotives are where | feel my model |l i ng
keep the costs down, | imagined the operation being handled by Hornby Terriers, and a

Bachmann C class but | realised rapidly that | needed to come up with a low cost method of

creating LB&SCR locos.

Cue the entry of my B1 Class, which was made from the chassis, smoke box and front splashers
from a Tri-ang M7. These were paired with the boiler, fire box, rear splashers, and tender body
from a T9 from the Great British Locomotive series and the tender chassis from a Great British
Locomotives Duchess. The rest of the loco is scratch built from plasticard and the transfers were
made by me.

| also have a C2 which was made
from a Tri-ang 3F. It utilises a
replacement dome, safety valves,
chimney, and smoke box door, all of
which were in my spares box, so | cE
do not know their origins although ||| ||| 4| .,._._,.' 1A
they look the part. | have also G o U
rounded off the bottom of the boiler =~
and scratch built a new cab. The

tender has had heavy modification —
as well. A recent change to the 10CO pee=""
was to replace the original wheels =
with Romfords to allow the loco to i
run on newer code 75 track work. e S o s
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PAINTING THE LOCOMOTIVES

As can be seen in the various images, | have made my own transfers for the stock on Oak Hill -

this has been something | decided to do to keep costs down. | was inspired by the work of Peter
Smith on his Saltdean | ayout, which can be se
Painto thread temooRMNMeyrot®aboui the subject.

White transfer paper was purchased, along with a rattle can of Plasti-kote clear sealer.

| then set to work with my laptop to create transfers. The first step was to scan what documents |
had, in this case Southern Style 2, which has the appropriate lining for Brighton Stock.



https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/1519189672?psc=1&redirect=true&ref_=od_aui_detailpages00

| then set about colour-matching with photos of my stock to ensure that the transfers would print
correctly. They have worked out very well , al-“

Once | had worked out appropriate colours to match my stock, it was just a case of colouring the
scans | had taken. This was done with Adobe Fireworks, as this is the software that | have for
work. However, the freely available GIMP image editor would be just as good (www.gimp.org). |
made a selection of images such as lining corners, lining sides, top and bottom, boiler bands, etc.
Cab sides and splashers were made especially for each locomotive.

LBSCR Al Terrier - Number 672 “Fenchurch” - Umber - Original
Tank Sides

ar

Once | had these raw materials it was just a case of measuring my locomotives and laying out the
components correctly for each one. This was done with Adobe lllustrator, which again is what |
use for work, however in this case | cannot suggest an alternative, as | have not used any.

Once | had enough transfers for a full sheet | printed this out first onto plain paper to test sizes
and colours and then, once | was happy with this, onto the transfer paper. This was given 2 hours


http://www.gimp.org/

to let the ink dry properly, then coated with the Plasti-kote to seal it. Once this had dried the
transfers were cut to size and applied just like any other water-slide transfer, giving me the ability
to have any loco | wanted in any livery | wanted.

The layout, of course, has other stock but most of these are commercial kits and others are not
yet in a state for print. | hope you have enjoyed this brief look into my layout and thank you for
reading it.

\
5

Oak Hill -
LBSCR 1905 [

Hailsham -
LBSCR Pre
1914

Photos
copyright Gary
Kemp
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4mm scale carriages

By Nicholas Pryor

| have been a railway modeller since almost as long as | can remember. My first Rovex train set
with a crude black 4-6-2 Princess Elizabeth and two short maroon coaches arrived at Christmas
1950. The bug got well into my system and | have been hooked ever since. A series of tall
chaser and end to end layouts, entirely based on RTR stock have followed over the years.

Having now racked up nearly 50 years as a member of the Bluebell Railway, it is perhaps entirely
unsurprising that my main interest has been for some time now the LBSCR. Building up a fleet of
Brighton stock is though particularly difficult when you are someone who after endless lessons

and practice, stil]l canoét solder anything to
and coul dndt manage a de c Wihipatigneeiamdtmuch asbistance frosna v
a course by Tim Shackleton, | have gradually mastered an airbrush and have managed to

produce a number of wagons from Kkits to a fairly decent standard. But both locos and coaches
remain well beyond my limited skillset. So | am grateful to the huge talents of lan Willets as

builder and Dave Studley as the great painting supremo for helping me over the last few years to
acquire a suitable fleet of Brighton coaches.

The three vehicles illustrated are from the most recent additions to the fleet. These, a D33 Third
and a D37 6 wheel First from Roxey kits, and a D47 Full Brake from a London Road Models kit,
arrived a few days ago as part of a train of 7 vehicles all in Stroudley varnished mahogany

livery. | thought that readers might be interested to see pictures of them. The photos are by Dave



Studley and show them after painting but before interiors were fitted. The quality of the painted
finish is such that at first sight, one would think that the model is made of varnished wood rather

than brass.

My collection is defiantly all tension lock coupled, as three link couplings have driven me slowly
insane in the past and | have never mastered the Alex Jackson or other similar more discrete
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couplings. So all vehicles are fitted with one or other of the mini versions of the standard

Bachmann coupling, which has the advantages of being easy to couple and uncouple (sticks from
Mi ni Magnums make wonder f ul uncoupl ers and

W O
reliable. The vehicles are currently running on Markits die cast wheels, which have excellent
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running qualities but look a bit toy like. These will be swapped out for the Gibson type which |
think give a better representation of the originals.

Photbs copyrlght Dave Stud |




London - London and Croydon Railway No 5

By Chris Cox

The London & Croydon Railway ran its first trains in 1839, and typically for railways of that period
with no facilities to build its own locomotives, the L & C turned to established engineering
companies. Some of them, G & J Rennie for example had reputations forged in other industries
but were nevertheless keen to exploit the rapidly growing demand for engines to run on the newly
created iron road.

Aside from a later locomotive Coryndon designed by John Chanter and built by Peter Borrie & Co.

to research coal burning, the L & Co6s stabl e
manufacturers; the aforementioned G & J Rennie, and the Manchester firm of Sharp & Co. Even
at this early stage, Sharps had settled on wh

and reliable 2-2-2 with a large distinctive brass dome to the front of the boiler and gracefully
curved outside frames. A sturdy four wheel tender completed the ensemble, and these diminutive
but effective engines provided the first motive power for a good number of railways both at home
and abroad.

No.5 was constructed by Sharp & Co. i n 1839.
wheels It weighed i n at 13tons 13cwt, the mak
was included like all its stablemates in the 1842 Joint Committee amalgamation to emerge later

as South Eastern Railway No.5 after the dissolution in 1845. Two years later it was overhauled at
Deptford (possibly receiving steel cladding to the boiler and improved tender brakes) and sent to



work the Greenwich line. Further postings were made to the Tunbridge Wells branch and finally
the Maidstone branch before being condemned and dismantled around 1859.




A simple line drawing of
No.5 appears i
OLocomotives
South Eastern
but can only be taken as

a representation of the
general appearance.

Several details are
conspicuous by their
absence. For the

purposes of the model |

have referred to a
combination of drawings,
which | hope are more
accurate. The first is a

line drawing of SER

Vortimer built in 1842, the
second is a very detailed
drawing of oOL:
built in 1840 for the
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Paris Versallles. It is this second drawing that has provided the most detail. Although built for a
0f oreignd railway, only a year separates it f|
confident it is the best guide. Other drawings and illustrations have been used in the research,
such as a very useful one for Vesuve also built in 1840 and describedas;in é pour | e <che

Versailles et autre | ignes. 0



Initially my model
began life with
every intention of
being No.13
Vortimer of 1842.
However, having
constructed the
tender drive unit
and struggled to
find space for
both pick-ups
_and brakes, |
~ admitted defeat
and settled for
=== braking on only
2 the right hand
side of the
tender. Whilst
this would not do
for Vortimer,
which appears to
have had brakes on both sides, o60Londondé prese
earlier and braked on only the right. The only changes required to the half built loco would be to
discard the steel clad boiler in favour of a timber clad version. Since | intend to model Vortimer in
the future the spare boiler will be re-used anyway.




The basis for the model Il s a set of castings
point when | can organise an etched chassis (and not keep getting distracted by shiny objects in

the form of other locos and rolling stock projects)! Therefore there is not a great deal to say
regarding the construction of the bulk of the model, perhaps more about the minutiae of details.

The tender drive unit is built as a solid power bogie with no means of compensation; essentially a
brass box with a motor in it and holes for the axles. This has been an exercise of brute force over
ignorance cramming in as large a Mashima motor as possible with worm and pinion drive either
end at a 40:1 ratio. | di spensed with the usu
rims are far too chunky for a vehicle of this
This theory was repeated for the leading and trailing axles of the loco as well. The pointed ends of
the axles were filed off and the wheelsets fitted in the usual way, running in 2mm axle bearings.

Tabs were soldered on to the sides of the structure to carry both wiper pick-ups and part of the

brake gear. The unit then fits up inside the tender and is secured with small screws front and rear.
Extra whitemetal ballast was shoe-horned in and together with the weight of the tender castings it
forms quite a powerful lump. Details added above the footplate include handrails, brake standard
and real coke (or rather clinker from the coal fire). | fabricated some sprung buffers for the rear, as
due to the curved draw beam there was room to do so and an opportunity not to be missed.

The engine was built up from the castings, which form the two footplates with splashers/outside
frames, smokebox, buffer beam and rear footplate. The boiler barrel is from brass tube and the
firebox a wrap of sheet brass. The barrel was carefully measured undersize so that it could be
clad in mahogany veneer cut into thin strips. These were stuck on one by one over a wrap of
strong double-sided sticky tape. The same method was used for the firebox and once complete, a
couple of coats of satin varnish secured everything in place. A light sanding with some very fine
emery paper finished the carpentry before adding the boiler bands cut from 5thou brass. The
dome and safety valve bonnet were turned on the lathe but the chimney is cast whitemetal. All the



sundry boiler fittings were made and fixed in place and the boiler left as a separate sub assembly
to be glued in later. | made the decision to fabricate a tallow oiler to the left hand side, as this
appears to be a common fitting on many Sharpies. This meant that the nameplate London had to
be fitted on the centre ring. Although the line drawing of London shows it to be on the front ring, |
am a little suspicious of the accuracy of this location, as it leaves no provision for oiling the motion
on the go. La Rapide carries its nameplate on the centre ring to allow for the tallow oiler to sit in
its usual place.

The springs were built
up from two part
castings; a front and
back piece laminated
together. These were
painted and set aside to
fit towards the end of
the build so they would
not get in the way or be
damaged. This was
particularly important
on the tender, which
required painting and
lining before the springs &
obscured the bottom
sides. Handrails were
added to the loco and
tender and the




reversing lever was a spare left over from a test etch for a Nasmyth Wilson single (the subject of
another Digest submission). The leading axle was assembled with pinpoint bearings glued in
place. The rest of the loco was supported straight and level whilst the glue dried and | held my
breath. This turned out to be a successful operation although somewhat permanent. The driving
and trailing wheels are mounted in a carriage with a central pivot under the firebox; a bogie with
unequal wheels. This means the engine rides on three points like a milking stool ensuring all
wheels remain in contact with the rails no matter how atrocious my track laying turns out to be.

A basic set of motion was built —_
up using castings from an old
Jenny Lind kit and fitted in

place. Although only cosmetic it
fills the unrealistic gap, which
would otherwise be visible

under the boiler. Engine and
tender were then painted and
lined before the fitting the

springs, boiler and final details.
Londonds crew ¢
being scratchbuilt and will be |
introduced to their steed before

it enters service at Bricklayers
Arms.
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Bishopstone and its bell

By Richard Barton

Some years ago | used the etchings of the Sha
Engi neering as a basis for a 7mm model of ABI
Newhaven between 1875 and 1875. There has been correspondence on the LB&SCR Yahoo

Group for several years about the method of operation of locomotive bells and in Circular Volume

40 No 4 Geoff Smith provided some close up photographs.

Until last year finding a suitable bell had eluded me until | found a brass GWR Auto Trailer bell on
CPL's stand (their reference 237). This seemed to be the correct dimensions and | disposed of
the backing plate and constructed a new one based on the photo in 40/4.

| would dearly Ili ke to construct a second mod
for the Hayling Island service but what modifications might have been made, as there is no known
photograph? Obviously Westinghouse brakes would have been fitted and conventional
buffers. Would the original cab have been ret a
Stroudley have constructed a new cab of his o
Expert opinion (guess!) would be very welcome!
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A Gauge 3 Horsebox

By Jon Nazareth




Here's the latest of my G3 models. The body and under frame are made from plasticard, the roof
from scored aluminium sheet covered with artist's watercolour paper. The only items bought in
were the wheels and the draw hooks with the rest being scratchbuilt. The lamp top | made and
then sent off to Australia for
casting in whitemetal. |
ordered more than | needed,
allowing for future models
and some for other modellers
of G3. The springs were
laminated up from nickel strip
as one-offs and the buffers
turned up from steel and
brass. The window glass is
just that, glass cut from
microscope glass, those in
the horse compartment being
‘frosted’ by rubbing on an ol
stone. There isn't any
lettering as yet, as G3 is not
a common scale. | was going
to send it off to be lettered but
didn't want to take the risk of
having it damaged or the
lettering not coming out just
as | wanted it.

T P
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Photographs copyright Jon Nazareth Return to Contents




Short Trains - postscript to Part 2

By Nick Holliday

Bob Sankey, known as Northroader on RMweb, has scratch built a number of Craven locos in
Stroudley guise, in 7mm, and, with a small selection of Craven and Stroudley coaches, they are
seen on his Washbourne layout, which features in RMweb. The coaches are a Stroudley D47

brake van from a Roxey Mouldings kit, a Stroudley D41 composite, built using AnD bodysides, a
pl astic sheet Dbased scr at c h -bhiluGrdveh &5J brake thind.d, an
|



http://www.rmweb.co.uk/community/index.php?/topic/107190-washbourne/
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2-4-0 saddle tank T No 365 Lewes

For those of you tempted by O Gauge, but who are short of space, the whole scene measures
just 360 i n overal/l | engt h!

Return to Contents

Photos copyright Bob Sankey



Short Trains - Part 3

By Nick Holliday

As Victoriads reign came to a close, the rai
and other material costs were rising, labour costs were soaring as the effect of shorter working
weeks and higher wages began to be felt, and across the country, the advent of trams, particularly
electric ones, were starting to steal traffic from the railways, which could not compete with their
frequency of service and

convenience. On some sections

of the Brighton system, business

continued to be good, and the

length of passenger trains

generally reflected these levels,

although on the less

remunerative lines, such as to

Hayling, three or four four-

wheeled coaches continued to

suffice.

D1 0-4-2 tank with early train (c 1882) on the East Grinstead to Lewes line (The Bluebell Railway)

| ,






































































































































































































